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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Exartfiner y 


Group Art Unit 





—The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 
Peri d for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR t .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
* If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 



Status 



esponsive to communication(s) filed on_ 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 



Disposition of Claims 

[iKCIain 



^CIaim(s) . 



Of the above claim(s)- 

□ Ctam(s) 

$/Claim(s): 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Prl rity under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All DSome* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



. is/are pending in the application. 

is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
. is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

. is/are objected to. 

- are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
♦Certified copies not received: 7^p^1oZ J><>% et\/^\k>]/c^l 



Attachr/nt(s) fa^S-Cl 
information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s).^2 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

Office Action Summary 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 9-97) 



Part of Paper No._ 



'U.S. GPO: 1998-454-457/97505 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. Applicant's election with traverse of Group II, claims 13-18 
in Paper No, 6, filed 20 April 2001, is acknowledged. The 
traversal is on the ground (s) that MPEP 802,01 is not a proper 
interpretation of 37 U.S.C. 121. This is not found persuasive 
because applicant has not argued that the examiner did not apply 
PTO policy correctly, as stated in MPEP 802.01, but instead that, 
the MPEP section is not a proper interpretation of 37 U.S.C. 121. 
As the examiner is required to follow PTO policy as articulated 
in the MPEP, this argument is given little weight. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made 
FINAL. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more 
than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States . 

3. Claims 13-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Pedder (GB 2 215 087) . 
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Figures 3-4 show a metal layer (element 32) which serves as 
a single mask for the etching of a dielectric layer (element 30), 
which in turn is over a substrate layer (element 2) . Element 44, 
in Figure 4, is a resist layer which partially covers the area 
near the edge of element 32, so that the uncovered area is 
exposed to etching, while the other areas of element, further 
away from the edge, are protected from etching . The side walls 
of all of the layers appear to be aligned. The particular method 
of dry or wet etching is given no weight unless it can be shown 
to produce a different physical product. 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to William P. 
Watkins III whose telephone number is (703) 308-2420. 

The examiner's normal work hours are Monday through Friday 
9:30 A.M. through 6:00 P.M. The examiner's supervisor is Harold 
Pyon whose telephone number is (703) 308-4251. Any general 
inquiry can be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-0651. 

The Fax number for official after final papers is 703-872- 
9311. The Fax number for official non-final papers is 703-872- 
9310. The Fax number for informal non-official communications 
directed to the examiner is 703-305-5436. 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



